To all Rotarians who may be traveling outside of Canada on Rotary sponsored activates:

1. District 5550 has an insurance program that provides liability insurance to pay for bodily injury or property damage that could arise out of activities of Rotarians, their spouses or volunteers, who are engaged in Rotary sponsored activities any where in the world. Our policy does not cover a Rotary Club outside of our district with whom one of our clubs might be doing a joint venture project. The foreign club needs to have their own insurance. The claim for damages must be brought in a Canadian court of law. If a Rotary Club is engaged in a joint venture with another Rotary Club in a foreign country, I would encourage the Canadian club to send me the contract so that we can determine if there are any uninsured risks that the club may be assuming by virtue of the contract.
2. It is recommended that each volunteer purchase Emergency Travel Medical Insurance such as Blue Cross insurance. This cover is readily available through insurance brokers. Some Rotarians may have this coverage provided by an employer paid plan but I would encourage those people to check with their group plan to make sure they have at least $1,000,000 of Out of Canada Emergency Travel Medical Expense insurance. This type of insurance will pay for emergency medical expenses that are not covered by our provincial health plans. The insurance will normally include a repatriation benefit which would pay for the cost of returning a body to Canada in the event of death. The District 5550 Insurance Program does NOT include any Emergency Travel Medical Insurance. 
3. The District 5550 Insurance Program does NOT provide any Trip Cancellation Insurance. This coverage is intended to pay for the extra costs of flights that may be necessary if a Rotarian misses a flight or cannot fly due to an illness prior to leaving and cannot get a refund from the airline. Typically, this insurance is purchased through a Travel Agent who books the flights and can advise you on your options..

4. The District 5550 Insurance Program does NOT provide for any insurance to cover accidental injury to Rotarians or their companions. For example, should a Rotarian slip and fall while walking down a road and Rotary was in no way responsible for the accident, there is no coverage for this type of loss. Rotarians may have their own disability insurance. If there is a larger group traveling together, it may be possible to buy a group policy at a better rate than individual policies. To get a quote on a group rate, we would need a list of people traveling together, listing their age, sex, destination and length of time away. This information would need to be submitted to our office at least 60 days prior to departure.

5. The District 5550 Insurance Program does NOT provide any coverage for lost or damaged baggage. Rotarians should speak with their own insurance broker to make sure they have this type of insurance. Typically, Homeowner and Tenant policies will provide this type of insurance subject to a policy deductible. Special items such as cameras or computers are subject to getting damaged or lost while traveling and you may want to buy special insurance on your cameras or computers.

6. The District 5550 Insurance Program does NOT provide any insurance against the peril of kidnap or ransom. I think it is very important for all Rotarians traveling abroad, to know that there are certain risks in traveling. The District does not carry any Kidnap & Ransom insurance, so Rotarians need to know that they are not insured for this peril. It goes without saying that Rotary would, in the event of an abduction, contact the Canadian authorities and our government would assist in this difficult situation. The Canadian government has a policy that states it will NOT pay ransoms. At the very least, the club or district, sponsoring the trip, should be advising each member of the group that there is a risk of being kidnapped and that the district does NOT carry Kidnap & Ransom insurance.
Hopefully, this memo will provide Rotarians with an overview of the risks of traveling abroad and give them some ideas on how to deal with the risks. 

         If you have any questions or concerns please contact Rotarians:
              Chris Iwankow at (204) 631-0795   or    Irwin Kumka (204) 631-0732
                   chris_iwankow@ajg.com         or      Irwin_kumka@ajg.com
